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Copies of Letters between Capt. KU 
and the Officers of the Bark, 
and Others. 


Copy of a Letter from Merewether and Man- 
ning, Agents at Jamaica, to the Governor 


and Company of the Bank of England, 


Kingſton in Jamaica, June 2, 1740. 


Honoured Sirs, 


E are directed by E----d V-rn-n, Eſq; 
Vice-Admiral of the Blue, and Com- 
- mander in Chief of His Majeſty's 
Ships and Veſſels in the Weſt-Indies, to ſhip 
to your Conſignment, Freight-free, on the 
Diamond Man of War, Capt. Ch---s Kn--l-s, 
the neat Proceeds of Mony taken by him as 
Prize, to remain under your Care till His 
Majeſty's Royal Pleaſure ſhall be known for 
the Diſtribution thereof. Purſuant to theſe 
Orders, we ſend you the Incloſed Bill of 
Lading and Invoice for Fifty Bags of ſmall 
Spaniſh Silver, and Fifteen Bags in Pieces of 
Eight, amounting in the whole to Nineteen 
A2 Thouſand 


[4] 
Thouſand Six Hundred Sixty Nine Pounds, 
Three Shillings, which we wiſh ſafe to you. 


We are, 


Honoured Sirs, 
Your obedient humble Servants, 


John Merewether, 
Edward Manning. 


To the Honourable the Governor and 
Company of the Bank of England. 


Copy of Coptain Ch----s Kn--l-s's Bill of 
Lading. 


HIP'D in good Order and well-condi- 
tioned, by Merewether, Manning, and 
Tickell, in and upon His Majeſty” s Ship called 
the Diamond, whereof is Maſter (under God) 
for this preſent Voyage Capt. Ch----s Kn--l-s, 
and now riding at Anchor in the Harbour of 
Port. Royal, and by God's Grace bound for 
Ne 1. g 30 ih Londen, to ſay, Fifty Bags, containing Forty 


an 4 526 One Thouſand Eight Hundred and Eighty 
coined Silver. Six Ounces, Troy Weight, in ſmall Spaniſh 


No 1. 42 15 is coin'd Silver; and Fifteen Bags, containing 
Fifteen Bag Fourteen Thouſand and Nine Hundred and 
—Sring leh Twelve Pieces of Eight, Spaniſh Coin, on 
Coin. Account and Riſque of His Britannick Ma- 

jeſty, being marked and numbred as in the 


Margent, and are to be delivered in the like 
good 
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good Order and well-condition'd, at the afore- 
ſaid Port of London (the Danger of the Seas 
only excepted) unto the Governors and Com- 
pany of the Bank of England, Freight-free, 
with Primage and Average accuſtomed. In 
Witneſs whereof the Maſter or Purſer of the 
faid Ship have affirmed to Four Bills of 
Lading, all of this Tenor and Date, the one 
of which four Bills being accompliſhed, the 
other Three to ſtand void; and ſo God ſend 
the good Ship to her defired Port in Safety, 
Amen, Dated in Kingſton in Famaica, May 3 1, 
I740, | 

Ch---s Kn--l-s. 


Copy of Capt. Ch----s Kri---I-s's Letter to the 


Governor and Directors of the Bank of 
England. 


Gentlemen, 


HAVING been fo hurry'd in my Jour- 
nies back and forwards from Port/mouth 
to London, and other Affairs ſince I come 
home, that I've not been able to get time to 
ſett down to write to acquaint you, that I 
brought home in His Majeſty's Ship under 
my Command the Mony for two Prizes I 
took in the Weſt-Indies, which the Agents for 
myſelf and Ship's Company (Meſſieurs Mere- 
wether and Manning) have ſent home to be 
A 3 lodg'd 


67 

lodg'd in the Bank till His Majeſty's moſt gra- 
cious Intentions ſhall be known for the Diſtri- 
bution thereof; which I am to defire you'll 


ſend for down to Portſmouth, to the Commiſ-— 


ſioners of the Dock-Yard, where I ſhall lodge 
it; and at the ſame time ſend ſuch Bills for it 
as ſhall be ſufficient Security for me and the 
reſt of the Captors; and whatever Expences 
attends the Conveyance up, you'll pleaſe to 
deduct out of the whole. I am, 


Gentlemen, 
Your moſt obedient 
: humble Servant, 


Ch----s Kn--l-s, 


To the Honourable the Governor and 
Directors of the Bank of England. 


11th Auguſt, 1740, the Bank received the above 
Letter without a Date. 


Copy of Benjamin Pewtreſs's Letter to the Gover- 
nor and Directors of the Bank of England. 


Honourable Gentlemen, 


1 Obedience to your Orders, and Captain 

Kn--l-s's Requeſt, I waited on him to ac- 
quaint him I was come for the Treaſure 
which was configned to your Honours; he 


gives me for Anſwer, That the Bill of Lading 
Was 
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was only matter of Form to make himſelf 
reſponſible to the reſt of the Captors, the 
Agents, Manning and Co. being appointed by 
him and the reſt of the Captors, and revoca- 
ble at their Pleaſure; but if you'll pleaſe to 
give me Orders to ſign a Receipt to deliver it 
to him and the reſt of the Captors, he is 
then willing to ſend the Caſh to you, if nor, 
he thinks it is as ſafe in his Hands. I ſhall 
wait your further Directions, and am, with 
due Reſpects, 


Honourable Gentlemen, 
Your moſt obedient 


Portſmouth, humble Servant, 
Aug. 16, 1740. 
Benj. Pewtreſs, 


To the Honourable the Governor and 
Directors of the Bank of England. 


N. B. The Silver was ſent to London before Pewtreſs 
ſet out for Portſmouth, 17030 Ounces thereof 
being fold to Blachford and Co. on the 16th of 
Auguſt, 1740, at 55. 6 d. per Ounce. 


A4 Copy 


181 
Copy of Nathaniel Green's Letter to Benjamin 


Pewrreſs. 


London, Aug. 18, 1740. 
Mr. Pewtreſs, 


* E Governor and Directors are very 
much ſurprized at the Captain's extraor- 
dinary Behaviour, in refuſing to comply with 


the Bill of Lading, and on the Receipt of 


our Letter immediately diſpatched me to 
Sir Cha. Mgr, who has promiſed to write 
to the Captain this Night, to whoſe Direction 
it is ſuppoſed he will conform. 

Our Gentlemen expe& to hear from you 
on the Return of the Poſt, and think the 
Captain will give no further Trouble when 
he hears from Sir Cha. Mgr. 


Yours, 
Nath, Green, 


Copy of Benjamin Pewtreſs's Letter 1 Na- 
thaniel Green. 


SIX, 


I AM favour'd with yours, and have waited 
on Captain Kn--/-s to learn if he has re- 
ceived a Letter from Sir Ch---s, as you in- 


form me that Sir Ch---s was to write to him; 
the 


3 > >. 
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= the Poſt is come in, and the Letters are de- 
# livered, and the Captain ſays that he has not 
received any: He is very warm, and is not 


2 inclinable to part with the Poſſeſſion of the 
Whole, but infiſts, and is determined upon 
detaining his own Part or Share, which is 


Two-Eighths of it. He ſeems to be willing 
1 to deliver the Remainder, but as he doth nor 


comply with the Bill of Lading, I cannor de- 
termine how to act till I have the Direction 
of the Honourable the Governor and Di- 
rectors; therefore deſire you'll pleaſe to ac- 


quaint them of it immediately, that I may 
not ſtay here longer than neceſſary at an ex- 


travagant Expence; from 


Your bumble Servant, 
Portſmouth, , 


8 20, 1740. Benj. Pewtreſs. 
17 Mr. Green. 


2 of Nathaniel Green's Letter te Benjamin 
Pewtreſs. 


SIR, 


I Receiv'd the 2oth, on which I have been 
9 with Sir Charles W-g-r and Sir Robert 
* W-lp-le, who ſay the Captain has no Right 
to keep back any Part; and Sir Charles ſays 
he has wrote about it. The Governor and 
Deputy deſire, that on Sunday, on the coming 
| away 


[10] 
away of the Poſt, you would know the Cap- 
tain's laſt Reſolutions, and ſend Word. Iam 


Your humble Servant, 
Bank, 
Aug. 22, 1740. N. Green. 


To Mr. Benjamin Pewtreſs at Portſmouth, 


Copy of Benjamin Pewtreſs's Letter to 
Nathaniel Green. 


SIX, 


P LEASE to acquaint the Honourable Go- 
vernor and Co. that this Day Captain 
Kn--1-s told me he had received the Honour- 
able Sir Ch---s W-g-r's Letter, and that he 
had wrote an Anſwer thereto, but ſhould an- 
ſwer no more; alſo gave me for Anſwer, un- 
der his own Hand as follows: © Captain 
« Kn--l-s gives for Anſwer, That he thinks 
« it but Juſtice that on his Delivering up the 
« Eleven Cheſts of Mony taken by him and 
e his Ship's Crew, he ſhould have a Receipt 
« for it, or his Bill of Lading given up, as 
* his Ship's Company repoſed a Truſt in him, 
e for their Shares (let it be what it will) 
* when His Majeſty ſhall order a Diſtribu- 
« tion.“ IJ, in Anſwer to him, ſaid there 
was Sixteen Cheſts; he reply'd, no body knew 
what there was but himſelf, I told him fur- 
ther of the Nature of a Bill of Lading, that 
it was as ſacred as any Bond, Sc. and was 
ſurprized 
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ſurprized that he ſhould make any Heſitation 
about the Delivery; or why ſhould he ſend a 
Letter to the Bank to ſend a Perſon down to 
receive the Mony, if he did not intend to de- 


liver it? (I believe he has ſome bad Counſel- 


lors.) I don't think it will ſignify any thing 


ip for me to ſtay any longer, ſeeing he is deter- 


mined not to deliver the whole Mony. If 


their Excellencies, the Lords Regents, will 


do nothing in the Affair, I am ſure I cannot. 
Z1 ſhall wait till the Poſt comes in this Night, 
and if I have no further Directions in putting 
the Bill of Lading in Execution, ſhall ſer 
forward for London. Pray give my Duty to 
the Governor and Directors, from 


. Your humble Servant, 
i Portſmouth, 
Aug. 22, 1740. B. Pewtreis, 


70 Nath, Green at the Bank. 
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E Copy of Captain Ch----s Kn--l-s's Letter 2 


Meſſieurs Blachford and Woodward, 


24> 
HS 


SIRS, 


DESIRE you'll deliver to the Bank of 
England the Eleven Cheſts of Spaniſh. Sil- 
ver I ſent up to be lodg'd in your Houſe, till 


His Majeſty's Pleaſure ſhould have been 
known in regard to the diſtributing it amongſt 


the 


[ 12 ] 
the Captors; but as the Lords Juſtices will 
have it lodg'd in the Bank, your delivering it 


into them will be your Diſcharge from, 


SIRS, 
Your moſt humble Servant, 


Ch---s Kn--1-s. 3 


To Meſſieurs Blachford aud Woodward, 
Bankers, in Silver-Street, London. 


Copy of Benjamin Pewtreſs and Nathaniel 


Green's Receipt for the Bank of England. 


to 


- = 
=" 
1 


Eceiv'd, Sept. 5, 1740, Eleven Cheſts, In- 


ſides and Contents unknown, 
For the Bank of England, 


Benjamin Pewtreſs, 
Nathaniel Green. 


Copy of Benjamin Pewtreſs's Receipt for the 
Depoſit of Eleven Cheſts of Silver by the Dia- 
mond, for the Bank of England. 


Benjamin Pewtreſs, by virtue of a Letter 
from Capt. Ch---s Kn--l-s, have received 
from Meſſieurs Blachford and Woodward 
Eleven Cheſts, Contents unknown, which I 


have depoſited in the Bank of England, there 
to 
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[ 13 ] 
z it Fro remain till His Majeſty's Pleaſure is known; 
Witneſs my Hand this 6th Sept. 1740. 

| Benjamin Pewtreſs. 


7 I B. 11 Cheſts mark*d D, Seal d 
-1-s. 8 with 3 Seals and bound with 
an Ton-Hoop. 


Copy of the Commiſſioners and the Agents for the 
Captors Repreſentation to His Majeſty. 


September 27, 1745. 


To the King's moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


In- 


Tze bumbl: Repreſentation of” the Commiſſioners 

' for diſtributing the Muety of the Prizes 

g. Jt taken from the Spaniards during the Time of 
„ Reprizals, and of Arthur Dobbins and James 
Henſhaw, Agents to the Captain, Officers, 
— and Company of Your Majeſtys Ship the 
Diamond, ho were on Board at the taking 

Zhe | of two Spaniſh Prizes called the Guardeloupe 
” and Nueſtra Senora de los Dolores, on the 


17th of September, and the 3d of October 
1739. 


; 
Ales Humbly Sheweth, 
ol | HAT the ſaid Prizes were taken in the 

| Weſt-Indies in the Time that Reprizals 


| were made upon the Ships of Span by Your 
x Majeſty's 


L 141 


Majeſty's Authority; and the following Quan- 


tity of Silver, being part of the Produce of 
them, was ſent home from Jamaica in the 


2 


i 
» 
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Diamond Man of War, Captain Ch---.;! 


Kn--1-s Commander, to be by him delivered, 
Fraight free, agreeable to the Bill of Lading j 
ſigned by him, and to be diſpoſed of as Your / 
Majeſty ſhould think fir. That is to ſay, 


Fifty ſmall Bags of coined Silver, weighing 


41886 Ounces; Fifteen Bags containing 14912 
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Pieces of Eight; part of which, namely 3 599 
Ounces and half of Silver is lodged in the 
Bank. The Remainder has not been delivered 


by the ſaid Captain Ch----s Kn--l-s conforma- 


ble to his Bill of Lading. 
Your Majeſty having by a Declaration of 
Your Lords Juſtices, Dated the 187% of June 


1741, been graciouſly pleaſed to direct that 
one Moiety of the Produce of all Prizes 
taken in the Time of Reprizals (which was 


| 
1 
'F; 


between the 10 of July and the 197h of 
October 1739) ſhould be paid to the Sufferers 
by Spaniſh Depredations, and the other Moiety 


thereof to the Captors of ſuch Prizes. 


Your Petitioners moſt humbly beſeech Your © 
Majeſty to grant an Order to the Governor 
and Company of the Bank of England 70 
deliver to the ſaid Commiſſioners a Moiety 
of the 35990 and half Ounces of Silver 
now in their Paoſſi ion, and the other Motety 
to the ſaid Agents: And alſo to order 
Captain Ch----s Kn--l-s fo account to the | 


ſaid 
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ſay, 
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ſaid Commiſſioners and the ſaid Agents for 
that Part of the ſaid Silver which was 
not depoſited in the Bank. 


In Anſwer to which Memorial, His Ma- 


jeſty was pleaſed on the 3oth of September, 


1745, to order the Bank to deliver the Silver 
according to the Prayer in the ſaid Petition: 
And likewiſe to order and direct Captain 
Ch----s Kn--l-s to account to and with the 
Commiſſioners and Agents for that Part of the 
Silver which was not depoſited in the Bank 


of England, agreeable to his Bill of Lading. 


Copy of Joſeph Sedgwick's Letter to Arthur 
Dobbins ard James Henſhaw. 


. 


OU having received a Copy of His Ma- 
jeſty's Warrant, Dated the 30th Day of 
September 1745, in the Nineteenth Year of 
His Majeſty's Reign, Directed to the Gover- 
nor and Company of the Bank of England, to 
deliver that part of the Silver by the Diamond 
which is now in their Poſſeſſion: And to Cap- 
tain Ch----s Kn--/-s, to account for that part 
of the ſaid Silver which was not depoſited in 
the Bank of England, agreeable to his Bill of 
Lading: I am, by Order of the Commiſſio- 
ners, to give you Notice, as being Agents to 
the ſaid Captain Ch----s K7--/-s, that they, 
| the 


_ — — — 


[ 16 ] 
the ſaid Commiſſioners, by virtue of his Ma- 
jeſty's Commiſion, require your Attendance 
on Friday next, the 187% Inſtant, at Eleven 
in the Forenoon, at their Office in Aldermary 
Church-yard, to ſettle and account with them, | 
purſuant to His Majeſty's ſaid Order, for the 
Moiety of that part of the Silver by the Dia- 
mond, which was not depoſited in the Ban“ 
of England by Captain Ch----s Kn--l-s agree- | 
able to his Bill of Lading. 4 
J am, &c. 1 
Office for Claims, 43 
October 11, 1745- 
Mr. Arthur Dobbins, and 
Mr. James Henſhaw. 


f „ 


Copy of Arthur Dobbins and James Henſhaw's | 
Letter to Joleph Sedgwick. 
S I X, 
E received your Letter of the 117, K 
but as Captain Kn--/-s is now at Bath, | 
we cannot ſettle the Account with the Com- 
miſſioners until he returns or ſends us proper 
Materials for that Purpoſe, but we have ſent 
your Letter to him and have recommended 
the Diſpatch of the Affair, and will acquaint 
you with his Anſwer for the Information of 
the Commiſſioners, We are, 
| SIX, 
Your moſt humble Servants, 


Tower-hill, Arthur Dobbins, 
October 16, 1745. James Henſhaw. 
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Copy of Captain Ch----s Kn--I-s's Letter to 
wk d Joſeph Sedgwick. 


Bath, October 24, 1745. 


8g A 


Received your Letter from Mr. Thomas? 

with His Majeſty's Order for my account- 
ing with the Commiſſioners for Claims, for 
the Remainder of the Prize-Mony brought 
home in the Diamond. 

I beg you'd preſent my Reſpects to the 
Commiſſioners, and let them know that I am 
ſorry my Indiſpoſition prevents my attending 
them at preſent, but I hope to be able to 
come to Town in a Week or ten Days, when 
I will wait on them and pay in whatever is 
due. As to the Time of their Commiſſion 
being expired, I hope they have that Opinion 
of me as not to think me capable of reaping 
any Advantage from that, for beſides the 


Regard I muſt and do pay to His Majeſty's 


Order, I ſhall ever comply with my Word, 
from my own natural Inclinations to Juſtice, 
I am, 


8 
Naur moſt humble Servant, 


Ch----s Kn--l-s. 


B Copy 
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Copy of Joſeph Sedgwick's Letter to James 


enſhaw. 


SIX, 


| bo. Expectation of ſeeing Captain Ch----s. 
Kn--l-s the Commiſlioners have appointed 
to meet on Wedneſday next, the 2oth Inſtant, 
at Ten in the Forenoon, which they deſire 
ou will let the ſaid Captain K1--/-s know, 
and that they hope he will then be ready to 
ſettle and pay them the Moiety of the Amount 
of the Silver not depoſited in the Bank of 
England conformable to his Bill of Loading, 


J am, &c. 


Office for Claims, 
November 15, 1745. 


Copy of James Henſhaw's Letter to Joſeph 
Sedgwick. 


1 

APTAIN Rui being deſired to at- 

tend the Court-Martial at Deprford, 
from which he cannot be abſent before next 
Saturday, you had beſt acquaint the Com- 
miſſioners with it; and that I will commu- 
nicate to him the Letter I have received from 
you, 
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[ 29 ] 
you, in order to his appointing a ſtated Time 
to give them Satisfaction. I am, 
SIR, 
Tower-hill, © Your moſt» humble Servant, 


November 18, 1745. James Henſhaw, 


— 


Copy of Joſeph Sedgwick's Letter to James 


Henſhaw. 


SIX, | 

N Anſwer to your Letter of the 18th In- 

ſtant, I am to acquaint you that as the 
Time for making the Diſtribution to the 
ſuffering Merchants will not now admit of 
any further Delays, the Commiſſioners are de- 
termined to renew their Application to His 
Majeſty, by waiting on him with a Memo- 
rial in regard to the Deficiency of the Silver 
by the Diamond, if Captain Kn--/-s does not 
think fit to appoint a Day betwixt this and 
Tueſday next to make an End of that Afﬀair. 
To which purpoſe I am now preparing a 
proper Repreſentation to be laid before His 
Majeſty, with the Vouchers thereto relating: 
This you'll pleaſe ro communicate to Captain 
Ch---s Kn--l-s, and let him know that the 
Commiſſioners have appointed to meet on 
Tueſday next, the 26th Inſtant, at Ten in the 
Forenoon preciſely. 


Office for Claims, 
November 22, 1745. B 


J am, &c. 


ts 


Copy 


[ 20 ] 
Copy of Captain Ch----s Kn--l-s's Letter to the 


Comm: ſhioners, 


Gentlemen, 


Here inc:vſe to you the Account of the 
Mes, brought home by me in the Dia- 
mon, which I ſhould have ſent to you before, 


had not my Inditpoſition, and the cloſe At- 


tendance I am obliged to give to the Court- 

Marrial, prevented me. To the beſt of my 

Knowledge the A-count is right, but if there 

thould be any Overiighe or Omiſſion on either 

part of it, ? mall very readily rectify it, I am, 
Gentlemen, » 


Your moſt obedient Servant, 


Deptford, 
November 26, 1745. Ch-----s Kn--l-s. 
Ch Kn--1-s Eſq; Debtor. 


| Ounces. 

To zo Bags of Silver brought from 

Jamaica in His Majeſty's Ship Dia- 

mond, being part of the Produce of 

the Prizes N. S. de Dolores, and 

N. S. de Guardalupe, taken by that 

Ship, containing 41886 
To 15 Ditto. containing 14912 Pieces 

of Eight, which computed at 

886 Ounces per 1000, is 12911 


54797 
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[ 21 ] 
Ounces, 
A Moiety of which due to the Com- 
miſſioners for the Sufferers by 
Spaniſh De predations, is 27398; 
Abate Freight, at 2 + per Cent, 735 


266632 
Of which received by them from the 
Bank 1799 5z 


Remains due 866 os. 


— —- — — 


The Commiſſioners are Dobtors 22. 75. 3d. 
being one half of the Expence of Waggons 
and other Charges in bringing the Mony to 
London. 


November 26, 1745. 


Errors excepted, Ch----s Kn--l-s. 


Copy of Joſeph Sedgwick's Letter to Captain 
Ch----s Kn--l-s, 


SIX. 


HE Commiſſioners for diſtributing the 
Moiety of the Prizes taken trom the 
Spamards, have received your Letter of the 
26th Inſtant, accompanying an Account of 
Silver brought home by you in His Majeſty's 
Ship the Diamond. In Anſwer whereto, I 
am, by Order of the ſaid Commiſhoners, to 
acquaint you with their Objections to the 
a3 ſaid 
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ſaid Account. In the firſt place, the Weight 
of the 14912 Pieces of Eight you have ſet 
down by Compuration only; whereas you 


having ſold them, can doubtleſs render the 


Commiſſioners an Account of the real Weight, 
which they inſiſt on having. Secondly, that 
Weight (whatever it is) they expect you to 
make good to them one half thereof, at 5s. 6d. 
er Ounce, which is the Price you fold them 
at: And likewiſe that you account to them at 
the ſame Price for half of the 5895 Ounces 
wanting in the ſmall Silver, you having alſo 
fold them ſo. Thirdly, as to Freight you are 
entitled to none by your Bill of Lading, nor 
will they allow of any. The Moiety of the 
Charges in bringing the Mony to London is 
what, tis likely, they will have no Objection 
to when you furniſh them with the Particu- 


lars. In this Conformity they are ready to 


ſettle wich you, and deſire it may be ſome Day 
betwixt this and Tue/day next, the Third of 
December, on failure whereof they are deter- 
mined immediately to apply to His Majeſty, 
to know his further Pleaſure relating thereto. 


I am, 
S T R, 


Office for Claims, 
Aldermary Church-yard, 
November 27, 1745. 


Your moſt, &c. 
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of the Repreſentation of the Commuſſioners 
* diſtributing the Moiety of the Prizes. 


December 3, 1745. 
To the King's moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


| The humble Repreſentation of the Commiſſioners 


for diſtributing the Moiety of the Prizes 
taken from the Spaniards by your Majeſty's 
Ships during the time of Reprizals. 


Moſt humbly ſheweth, 

HAT Captain Ch--s Kn--l-s, in. your 

Majeſty's Ship the Diamond, having taken 
two Prizes in the Weſt-Indies, called the 
Guardaloupe and the Nueſtra Senora de los 
Dolores, the following Quantity of Silver being 
part of their Produce, that is to ſay, Fifty. 
Bags of ſmall coined Silver, weighing Forty- 


one Thouſand, Eight Hundred and Eighty- 


ſix Ounces, and Fifteen Bags containing Four- 
teen Thouſand Nine Hundred and Twelve 
Pieces of Eight was ſhip'd at Jamaica by 
Meſſieurs Merewether, Manning and Tickell 
Agents for the Sale of the ſaid Prizes on your 
Majeſty's ſaid Ship the Diamond commanded 
by the ſaid Captain Ch--s Kn--l-s, and was to 
be delivered by him to the Governor and 
Company of the Bank of England Freight-free. 
That on his, the ſaid Captain Ch. Kn--l-s's, 
Arrival in England, he refuſed to deliver the 
{aid Silver without detaining a Part, for what 
he ſaid was the Officers ſhare of the ſaid 
B 4 Prizes, 
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Prizes, and likewiſe for the Freight of the 
ſaid Silver ; notwithſtanding the Officers Pro- 
portion of the ſaid Prizes was already reſerved 
in the Hands of the Agents at Famarca; and 
that being your Majeſty's Mony, and ſent 
home by your Majeſty's Ship, he had ſigned 
a Bill of Lading at Jamaica to deliver the 
ſame Freight- free 

That on or about the Month of Auguſt 1740, 
the ſaid Captain Ch--s Kn--l-s did take and 
convert to his own Ule all the Pieces of Eight 
betorc-nmentioned, and a Part of the ſmall 
Silver; both which he ſold (as the Commil- 
fiovers are informed and have Reaſon to be- 
lieve) at Five Shillings and Six-pence per 
Ounce; and the Remainder, being Thirty- 
five Thouſand, Nine Hundred and Ninety 
Ounces and a hal! of ſmall Coin, he depo- 
ſited in the Bank of England; which ſaid 
F.emainder, on the joint Repreſentation to 
our Majeſty of the Commiſſioners, and of 
Arthur Dobbins and James Henſhaw Agents 
for the Captors, in Septemver laſt, your Ma- 
jelty was graciouſly pleated by a Warrant 
dated the 3oth Day of the ſaid Month to or- 
der to be delivered, the one Motety to the 
Commiſtioners, and the other * loiety to the 
Agents for the Captors, which has been deli- 
vered purſuant thereto. 

That your Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed 
at the fame time to order the ſajd Captain 
C2--s Ku- U- to account to and with the Com- 
miſſioners and the iaid Agents for that Part 

of 
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of the Silver which was not depoſited in the 
Bank of England, agreeable to his ſaid Bill of 
Loading. 

That the Commiſſioners cauſed an authen- 
tick Copy of your Majeſty's faid Warrant to 
be delivered to the ſaid Captain Ch-s Kn--/-s, 
but could obtain no Account from him till 
the 26th of November laſt; in which Ac- 
count he charges the Freight of the Silver: 
And the ſaid Account being in cther Parti- 
culars erroneous, the Commiſſioners by a 
Letter apprized him of their Objections to the 
ſaid Account, and appointed a Time for his 
giving an Anſwer thereto; but the ſaid Cap- 
tain Ch-s Kn--l-s, after having read the ſaid 
| Letter, told the Meſſenger, he ſhould give it 
Ino Anſwer: 
Z Thar the ſaid Captain Ch-s Kn--l-s (as the 
10 ommiſſioners have been informed) having 
publickly declared, That if he had imagined 
your Majeſty would have given any Part of 
the ſaid Prizes away from the Captors, he 
would have diſtributed the whole himſelf ; 
Rand having likewiſe declared that notwith- 
Standing your Majeſty has been graciouſly 
pleaſed to give the Moiety to the ſuffering 
Merchants, he has been adviſed that the Cap- 
tors have till a Right to the whole of the 
ſaid Prizes: The Commiſſioners apprehend 
that the ſaid Captain Ch-s Kn--l-s has no De- 
ſign of rendering them any other Account 
than that erroneous one before-mentioned ; 


er of paying them the Moiety of the man 
0 
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of what he ſold the Silver for, which he de- 
tained and converted to his own Uſe as afore. 
ſaid; but that taking advantage of the ap. | 
proaching Expiration of your Majeſty's Com- 
miſſion, which terminates the 4th Day of 
February next, he may thereby deprive your 
Majeſty's ſuffering Subjects of a very large | 
Part of what your Majeſty out of your Royal | po 
Bounty and Goodneſs has moſt graciouſly been I u 

leaſed to grant them, towards the Loſſes A 
they have ſuſtained by the unjuſt Caprures | B. 
and Depredations of the Spaniards; and has | h 
likewiſe, by his not complying with his Bill || u 
of Loading as aforeſaid, not only retarded the 75 
Commiſſioners in the Execution of your Ma- F 
jeſty's Commiſſion, but has been the Occa- Cc 
ſion of very great Expences; which, unleſs he } © 
the ſaid Captain Ch-s Kn--l-s is obliged to 128 
make good, will be ſo much to the Detri- 
ment of the ſaid ſuffering Merchants. | 

The Commiſſioners further beg leave to 
repreſent to your Majeſty, that by the Ac- + 
counts they have received from the Agents ;_. 
for the Sale of the two Prizes called the} H. 
H. 

| 


Guardaloupe and the Nueſtra Senora de los 
Dolores at Jamaica, they find that the ſaid] 
Agents have accounted to Arthur Dobbins = 
and James Henſhaw, Agents for the Captors, 


. 6 . x W. 

for the Sum of Two Hundred and Sixty- nine wa 

| Pounds, Fourteen Shillings and Ten-pence | * 
f 1 N 


Farthing, Jamaica Currency, over and above 81 

the Moicty of the neat Produce of the ſaid 

Prizes; and that they, the Commiſſioners, | , 
have 8 
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have received ſo much leſs than the Moiety 
thereof. And having laid a State of the faid 


Account before the ſaid James Henfhaw one 


of the Agents for the Captors, he promiſed 
to ſettle and pay to the Commiſſioners, before 


any Dividend was made to the Captors, the 
ſaid Sum of Two Hundred and Sixty- nine 


Pounds, fourteen Shillings and Ten-pence 
Farthing, Jamaica Currency, out of the Pro- 
duce of the Moiety of the Silver then in the 
Bank, and which has ſince been delivered to 
them, purſuant to your Majeſty's Warrant 


| herein before- mentioned. But the ſaid James 
Henſbau having been ſummoned, by Virtue 
of your Majeity's Commiſſion, to attend the 


Commiſhoners, in order to ſettle the ſaid Ac- 
count and pay them the Difference before- 


mentioned, he refuſes to comply therewith. 


The Commiſſioners likewiſe beg leave to 


| repreſent to your Majeſty, that having re- 


i 
' 
! 
* 
1 


ä 


nce | 


Ove þ 


aid | 


Ts, | 
1 VC 


ceived Intelligence that the Honourable 
F. R- H- L---, Commander of your Ma- 
jeſty's Ship the E----b, had detained in his 
Hands the Sum of One Thouſand and T wenty- 


They wrote a Letter to the ſaid Captain L---, 
who was then at Portſmouth, requiring him 
to pay them the Moiety of the ſaid Sum, be- 
ing Five Hundred and Ten Pounds, Sixteen 
Shillings and Sixpence; and they likewiſe 
requeſted the Lords Commiſhoners of the 


Admiralty to forward a Copy of their Letter 
0 
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to the ſaid Captain L--- under their Lord- 
ſhips Cover, which they were pleaſed to com- 
ply with: Bur the ſaid Captain I- being 
ſoon after ordered to the J/:/t-Indies, went 
away without paying them the Sum aforeſaid, 
or taking any notice of their ſaid Letter. 

That the Commiſſioners thereupon apply'd 
to the Honourable R- L--, being Attorney to 


his Brother the ſaid Caprain L--, for Pay- 


ment of the aforeſaid Sum of Five Hundred 


and Ten Pounds, Sixtcen ohillings and Six 


pence, who acknowledged the Debt, and pro- 
miſed from time t time to pay che ſame for 
his Brother's Account: But on the 2gth of 
laſt Month he gave the Commiſſioners to 
underſtand, that having been diſappointed of } 
the Mony he expected, he cannot raiſe a ſuf- | 
ficient Sum for that Purpoſe; and the faid 


Captain Z-- being ſtill in the Yeft-Indtes, and | 


not likely to return to England ll after the 
Expiration of your Majeſty's Commiſſion, the 
ſuffering Merchants will be deprived of that 
Part of your Majeity's Bounty. 

Theſe Deiays and Evaſions, in Contempt 
of your Majeſty's Authority, have entirely 
ſtop'd the Proceedings of the Commiſſioners 
in the Execution of your Majeſty's Commiſ- 
ſion; and as the Time linuied for diſtribut- 
ing the Mony is ſo very near expiring, the 
ſuffering Merchants will not only loſe their 
Share of theſe Deficiencies, but alſo be hin- 
dered of the Diviſion of the Mony now in 
the Commiſſioners Hands, unleſs an imme— 
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liate Obedience be inforced to your Majeſty's 
Royal Commands. 

ord- 
om- The Commiſſioners therefore humbly beg 
eing our Majeſty will be graciouſly pleaſed to 
vent take the Premiſes into your Royal Conſide- 
aid, ration, and grant ſuch an Order as may ef- 
Feually oblige the ſaid Captain Ch-s Ku. -I. 


ly'd ho account with them for the Moiety of the 
y 0 pilver ſold by him as aforeſaid, and to pay 
a) hem the Amount thereof, according to the 
Ired Price he received for the ſame, without fur- 


ix 
ro- 


ther delay; as likewiſe to make good and 
pay the ſaid Commiſſioners the extraordinary 


for Expences that have been occaſioned by his 
of pot complying wich his Bill of Loading. And 
co That your Majeſty will likewiſe be graciouſly 
u | leaſed to give Orders relating to the Mony 
0 - 


Petained in the Hands of the ſaid Captain 
J. R L--- and James Henſhaw, as may 


nd | Pblige them reſpectively to account to the 
res Commillioners for the ſame. Or that your 
e 


ajeſty will be pleaſed to give them, the 
aid Commiſſioners, ſuch Inſtructions relating 
to the Premiſes, as to your Majeſty in your 
Royal Wiſdom ſhall ſeem meet. 
ö 
ö 
iſ- 
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Copy of Captain Kn--1-s's Anſwer to the Con — 
miſfioners Repreſentation. 1 

December 10, 174;Þ ſaid 

To the King's moſt Excellent Majeſty. oy 
The Anſwer of Captain Ch-s Kn--l-s 70 . er 
Repreſentation of the Commiſſioners, for Clain the 
relating to his detention of Part of the Prise Off 
Mony brought home by him from Jamaica acc 


in your Majeſty's Sbip Diamond, 


Moſt humbly ſpeweth, 


12 upon his Arrival in England if 
your Majeſty's Ship Diamond, he wa 
immediately ordered out again in the Weyl 
mouth, to go upon the Expedition with Lord 
Cathcart to the Weſt-Indies; and that receiv| 
ing no Pay for that Ship, he preſumed upoſ | 
taking a Captain's Share out of the Prize the 
Mony he brought home, (to equip himſelf foY ten 


his Voyage) not then knowing your Majeſty'}j a ji 
Intentions of diſpoſing of any Part thered by | 
but to the Captors, until he was informed o of 1 
the ſame ſometime after, by their Excel en 


lencies the Lords Juſtices, (then ſitting) u in 
whom he pleaded his Neceſſity for ſuch hif} the 
Proceedings. And their Excellencies judgingſ and 
him to be a uſeful Perſon in the ſaid Expeſ} mi 
dition ſeemed to be fatisty'd therewith, and he 
only directed him to keep an Account of wha an: 
he made uſe of, which he has faithfully done ir 
Thel 
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The whole Amount to Four Thouſand, Six 


Hundred and Sixty- ſix Pounds. 


That as to refuſing to deliver any of the 
ſaid Silver, or to account with the ſaid Com- 
miſſioners, as alſo his detaining any Officers 
Parts, or other Perſons than his own, are 
Charges abſolutely falſe; for ſoon after his 
Arrival in England (in July laſt) he, with 
the Agents for the Captors, went to the 


Office of the ſaid Commiſſioners in order to 


account with them, but they were not ſitting, 
and ſoon after he was taken ill, and obliged 


to go to Bath. At Bath he received a Letter 
from the ſaid Commiſſioners, and a Copy of 

your Majeſty's Warrant, directing his ac- 
counting with them for a Moiety of the ſaid 
Prize- Mony: To which he paid all due Obe- 
rf dience, and anſwered their Letter in the moſt 
ſatisfactory Manner he could. 


Upon his return to Town, he appointed 


| | the Agents (agreeable to his Promiſe) to at- 


tend the ſaid Commiſſioners and render them 


a juſt Account, which he was prevented doing 
by being ordered, by the Lords Commiſſioners 
of the Admiralty, upon the Court-Marrtial for 


Þ enquiring into the Miſconduct of the Action 


in the Mediterranean. Whilſt he was fitting 


there, he received a moſt extraordinary rude 


= 2 l 
and impertinent Letter from the ſaid Com- 
miſſioners, in Anſwer to the Account which 


he had ſent them, which Letter he did not 
anſwer (being a Stranger to ſuch Language as 
it claimed in return) but deferred ſaying any 

thing 
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thing till he could be ſpared from the Court- 
Martial to attend the ſaid Commiſſioners. 
This is the ſolid Truth of the Cafe, and which 
he dares not deviate from. 

He is ready and willing to pay the faid 
Commiſſioners in the direct Specie the Quan- 
tity he made uſe of, in purſuance of your 
Majeſty's Pleaſure, but hopes he ſhall be al- 
lowed Freight for the ſaid Mony agreeable to 
the Practice of the Navy; and more eſpe- 
cially as one of the Commiſſioners informed 
him, That your Majeſty's Bounty more than 
exceeded the Lofles of the Merchants, and 
that they were in hopes the Surplus would 
be apply'd back to the Sufferers in the 
Year 1719. 

He regrets extreamly this unreaſonable 


Treſpaſs, and hopes this Miſrepreſentation 


will not leſſen him in your Majeſty's Opinion, 
and ſubmits as a Teſtimony for what he ſays, 
and a Juſtification of his Character, to his 
Letter from Bath to the ſaid Commiſhoners, 
the Poſtage of which, with one or two other 
Letters more to him, is all the Charges the 


ſaid Commiſſioners were ever put to upon 
his Account. 


Copy 


Ct 
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Copy of the Commiſſioners Replication to Captain 
Kn--l-s's Anſwer, December 13, 1745. 


To the Lords of his Majeſty' s moſt Honourable 
Privy-Council. 


The Replication of the Commiſſimers fer diſtri- 
buting the Moiety of the Hriges taken from 
the Spaniards by his Majeſty's Ships during 
the Time of Reprizals, to tle Anſwer of 
Captain Ch-s Kn--l-s in Relation to his De- 
tention of Part of the *Prize-Meny bronght 
Home by him from Jamaica in his Majejtv' s 
Ship the Diamond. 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhips, 
"HE Commiſſioners return your Lordſhips 
their moſt humble Thanks for vour hav- 
ing been pleafed to order a Copy of Captain 
K--l-s's Anſwer to be ſo early tranſmitted to 
them. But the ſaid Anſwer being ſo very 
evaſive and inſufticient, they find themſelves 
under a Neceſſity of giving your Lordſhips 
this further Trouble to ſtate their Objections 
thereto. 
The Commitlioners beg EYE" to obſerve to 
vour Lordſhips, that this is the firſt Time 


they ever heard, that the ſaid Captain KL 


pretended any Authority for the Detention of 
any Parc of the Silver brought Home by him 
in the Diamond: And as the Directions he now 


alledges, are, in direct Contradiction to his own 
C Bill 
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Bill of Loading to deliver the ſaid Silver to 
the Governor and Company of the Bank of 
England Freight- free, the Commiſſioners beg 
leave to ſuſpend their belief thereof, till the 
ſaid Captain Kn--/-s produces thoſe Directi- 
ons. Were it true that Captain Kn--l-s had 
only detained what he calls a Captain's Share, 
that would in no wiſe juſtify his Detention of 
the Silver: Since no Officer was intitled to 
any Part, but in conſequence of his Majeſty's 
Bounty, as ſignified by the Declaration of their 
Excellencies the Lords Juſtices in Zune 1741, 

which was a Year after he ought to have de- 
livered it to the Bank df England. 

The ſaid Captain Kn--/-s in his Anſwer ſets 
forth, that he is ready and willing to pay the 
Commiſſioners in the direct ſpecie the Quantity 
he made uſe of. But the Commiſſioners humbly 
apprehend, that the ſuffering Merchants have 
an undoubted Right to a Moiety of what Cap- 
tain K7--1-s ſold the deficient Silver for; which 
Moiety amounts to the Sum of Two thouſand 
five hundred and eighty fix Pounds five Shil- 
lings and five Pence: In as much as the ſaid 
Sufferers would have been ſubject to the Loſs, 
which might and muſt have happened, if 
Captain Kn--/-s by Death or otherwiſe had 
become inſufficient to repay the ſame. As to 
Captain Kn--l-s's Expectations of his Majeſty's 
permitting him to receive Freight for the Sil- 
ver according to the Practice of the Navy: The 
Com miſſioners obſerve, that his Majeſty hav- 


ing 
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ing been graciouſly pleaſed to give the Moiety 


of that Silver in the Condition it then was 
to the ſuffering Merchants, and it being then 
not ſubject to pay any Freight, as will appear 
by the Bill of Loading figned by Captain 
Kn--l-s himſelf; the Commiſſioners therefore 
moſt humbly conceive, that his Majeſty will 
not alter his former moſt gracious Appoint- 


ment, eſpecially, as it is not the Practice of 
the Navy for the King's Mony to pay Freight. 


The Commiſſioners admit, that they re- 


ceived a Letter from the ſaid Captain Kn--/-s 


dated Bath the 24th of October 1745, where- 


f 


in he promiſed to pay whatever was due. But 


! notwithſtanding ſuch Promiſe, he did not let 


the Commiſſioners hear from him till the 26th 
of November following: And that not till at- 


| ter repeated Applications to his Agent in Town, 
On the 26th of November the Commiſſioners 


received an Account from the ſaid Captain 


| Kn--/-s, which they finding to be erroneous, 


ordered their Secretary to write a Letter to the 


{aid Captain Kn -I s. A Copy whereof they 


beg leave to annex hereto in order to obviate 
the Calumny which the ſaid Captain Kn--/-s, 
in his Anſwer to the Commiſſioners Repre- 
| ſentation, would endeavour to fix thereon : 
And they muſt beg to ſubmit it to your 
| Lordſhips Judgment, whether any Perſons 


« 


who have the Honour to act under his Ma- 


* Fide Letter from Fo/. Sedexwick, dated Nov. 27, 1745. 
C 2 jeſty's 
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jeſty's Commiſſion are to be thus unjuſtly re- 
flected on and inſulted for having done no 
more than their Duty, in endeavouring, à To 
far as in them lay, to execute faithfully the 
Truſt Eis * j-fty has been pleaſed to repoſe 

in them; And waick Treatment they hope Te 
your Lordſhips will repreſent to his moſt ſa. / 
cred Majeſty: whole Royal Authority, even 8 
in the Diſpoſal of his own Property, the faid 0 
Captain Kn--/-s has preſum'd to call in Queſ. 

tion. 

If there is any material Part of the (aid Captain , 
Kn--l-ss Anſwer, which the Commiſſioners 
have not now replied to; they beg they maj 
be at Liberty to do it before your Lordſhips: 
And they are readv to make good every Artick 
of their Repreſentation whenever your Lord: 
{hips ſhall be pleaſed to appoint them to at- 
tend; which they humbly intreat may be a} 
ſoon as conveniently your Lordſhips can, by 
Reaſon his Majeſty's Commiſſion expires the 
fourth Day of February next: And the Com- 
miſſioners cannot proceed to make the Diſtri 
bution to the Sufferers, till this Deficiency i 
made good, and paid to them by the fail 
Captain Ku- as aforeſaid. We are, 


{hi 
May it pleaſe your Lordſhips, | ob 
Your Lordſhips = 


Moſt Obedient and 
Moſt Humble Servants. 
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Copy of the Commuſfioners Memorial to the 
Lords of the Council, Jan. 3, 1745. 


To che Lords of his Majeſty's moſt Honourable 


Privy-Council. 


The Memorial of the Commiſſioners fer diſtri- 
buting the Matety of Prizes taken from the 
Spaniards by his Majeſty's Ships during the 
Time of Reprizals. | 


May it pleaſe your Lorꝗſbips, 


T HE Commiſſioners are greatly concerned 
at the Neceſſity they find themſelves un- 
der of giving this repeated Trouble to your 
Lordſhips on the Subject of their Repreſenta- 
tion to his Majeſty againſt Captain Ch-s Ku. -s, 
which was referred to your Lordſhips. But a? 


a true Knowledge of Captain Kn--/-s Conduct 


to the Commiſſioners is neceſſary, not only 
to furniſh your Lordſhips with the Materials 
for making a Report to his Majeſty, but 
alſo for our Juſtification, we preſume on 
your Lordſhips Patience to acquaint you there- 
with. 

Captain Kn--/-s admitted before your Lord- 
ſhips what we formerly proved: That he had 
obliged himſelf by figning a Bill of Load- 
ing, to deliver to the Bonk the Silver brought 


C3 home 


— — — — — 
Do w * 0 
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home by him in his Majeſty's Ship the Dia- 
mond Fre ight-free, for his Majeſty's Uſe; that 


he had not the leaſt Authority for making 


uſe of any Part of the Mony which he re- 
tained and applied to his own Uſe: That he 
had actually raiſed the Mony we demanded of 
him, by the Sale of the Silver in London, 


even before he began to treat with the Officers 


of the Bank for delivering it at Portſmoutb: 


That he had received his Majeity's poſitive Þ 


Commands, dated ſo long ſince as the 3oth of 
September laſt, to account for the Silver agree- Þ 


able to his Bill of Lading. Laſtly he pro- 
miſled, that the Sum we demanded being 


25791. 155. ſhould be paid the Commiſſio- | 


ners immediately, ſubject to a future Return of 


ſo much as Admiral Y--71-2 ſhould think he N 
In Conſideration N 
of this Engagement, and in Hopes of Captain ö 
N 


your Deciſion; but ſo it is, that neither his 


was intitled to for Freight. 


K7--1-s's Punctuality, your Lordſhips deferred 


F5 
> 


Majeſty's Command, nor his own Promiſes, | 


could induce Captain Ku- to comply with 
your Lordſhip's Requeſt and his own Obliga- 
tion and Duty, 

After many Altercations and Refuſals of Cap- 
tain Kuli Agent, Mr. James Henſhaw, to 
pay the Mony due to the Commiſſion, we 
deſired Mr, Her/haw to pay us what he would, 
that the Merchants might not wholely loſe 
their Right: And he has now paid us the 
Sum of 2380 J. 85. 8 d. The Difference ariſes 


from 


* 
1 5 ; N 
F ˙ ¹ iA. ' Q ù?Ü! — abi * 
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from his deducting, not only for the Freight, 
but alſo for his Charges of bringing it to Lon- 
don. This latter 1s, and ought always to be 
paid by thoſe who receive Freight. It he was 
intitled to one, he cannot be to the other, 
eſpecially as a great Expence has fallen on the 
Commiſſion by being ſubject to pay the Moie- 
ty of the Charge the Bank were at in ſending 
down to Port/meuth, and keeping their Ser- 
vants there a long time by Captain Kn--/-s's 
Defire and Means. And that your Lordſhips 
may be fully apprized how injuriouſly the 
Merchants have ſuffered by this Detention of 
Captain An--/-s, we beg leave to ſubjoin the 
Account at the foot hereof, of the Loſſes and 
Expences attending this Matter: Whereby it 
will evidently appear to your Lordſhips, that 
the Difference ro the ſuffering Merchants 
occaſioned by Captain Kn--+-s's unwarranted 
Procedure, is 707 J. 115. 8 d. 

Your Lordſhips known Juſtice, and Regard 
for the Support of his Majeſty's Authority, 
leave us no room to doubt, but your Lord- 
ſhips will make ſuch a Report to his Majeſty of 
Captain K'n--/-s's Conduct and Behaviour, as 
will bring him in a legal way to an Account ; 
but as the Time, neceſſary for carrying on ſuch 
a Proſecution, would inevitably have precluded 
the ſuffering Merchants from the Benefit of 
what would be recovered thereby ; and any 
further Delays will prevent the Diviſion of 
that Mony among them, which we the Com- 

C 4 miſſioners 
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miſſioners have already the Poſſeſſion of: We 
thereiore beg leave to inform your Lordſhips» 
that we are now proceeding to the Diſtribu- 
tion. And as the publick Truſt his Majeſty 
has repoſed in us, requires a publick Diſcharge 
and Juſtification, we preſume to refer our 
ſelves to your Lordſhips Minutes for Proof of 


our Conduct: And we moſt humbly intreat 


your Lordſhips, that you will be pleaſed to re- 
preſent us to his Majeſty, as having endeavour- 
ed to recover the Mony for the ſuffering Mer- 
chants whoſe Right it is; and tn have brought 
Captain K7--l-s to Account as he ought. In 
doing 'which, we hope, we have behaved as 
juſt T ruſtees to the Merchants, and as dutiful 
and faithful Subjects to his Majeſty. 


The Account referred to in the foregoing 
Memorial, 


41886 Ounces of ſmall Spaniſh Coin. 

12913 4 Ounces being the computed Weight 
of 14 912 Pieces of Eight at 866 Oun- 
ces per 1000 Pieces of Eight is, in 
the whole 54 799 

Ounces; being what ought to have been deli- 

vered by Captain Kn--/-s, according to his 

Bill of Loading which being calculated 

at 5s. G d. per Ounce according to the 

Price that Captain Kn--!-s himſelf fold that 

Part of it which he detained (tho' it has du- 

ring the Interval been as high as 5 s. 89. per 


Ounce) The whole Amount would have been 
15,009 


DPR * 


* Bank, and ſold at 55. per Ounce 


**. 
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I 5, 0691. 185. 7 . To The Moiety nn. 
longing to the ſuffering Mer- . 


chants is, 19 3, 

Out of which is to be 4 _ ; 
ducted Captain Kn--l-s's ; 
Charges of bringing the Mo- PoOO22 o 3 
ny to Town, — 


7, 512 12 0 


The Commiſſioners have received only as follows, 


17,995. Ounces of Silver depoſited in the 4 
— Es 16 03 
Receiv'd of Captain Kn--ls, 2,380l. 8s. 8d. 


Out of which is 


to be deducted 


the Moiety of 
the Charges to 
the Officers at 
the Bank going 
to Port/mouth. 
Charges and 
Fees in ſundry 
Applications and 
Sollicitations to 
bring him to an 
Account. 


30/. 25. 7d. , 


441. 25. od. 


74. 45. 7d. 2,306 04 1 


6,805 00 4 
nan - 707 11 08 K 


—_— 
— 


The Difference to the Prejudice of the 
fering Merchants. — — — 


— 
— — 


7,512 12 ©0 ad 


Copy 
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Copy of a Letter from Admiral V--rn--n to 
W- Sh--rp, E/q; 


SIR, 


Y your Letter dated the 19th of December 
from the Council-Office, I receiv'd in the 
Downs Intimation from the Lords of his Ma- 
jeſty's Council, to whom it was by his Ma- 
jeſty referred, to adjuſt the Diſputes that have 
ariſen between the Commiſſioners for diſtri- 
buting the Moiety of the Prize- Mony amongſt 
the ſuffering Merchants and Captain C/-s Kn-1-s, 
relating to the Silver brought over by him 
from Jamaica; that all Points in diſpute 
being adjuſted and agreed between the con- 
tending Parties, there remained but one un- 
adjuſted, vg. The Demand made by Captain 
Kn--l-s of Freight for that Moiety of the 


Mony which 1s to be diſtributed among the 


ſuffering Merchants, and that being by the 
Parties propoſed to be referred to me for my 
Opinion and Determination, it was their 
Lordſhips Deſire I ſhould conſider the Point 
io referred, and return to you with all con- 
venient Speed my Opinion, whether Captain 


ing the Moiety of the ſaid Silver over from 


Jamaica; and you having at the ſame time | 


tranſmitted to me, by their Lordſhips Di- 
rection, an Account of what was offered be- 


fore them on each Side of the Queſtion re- 
| lating 


yy Aa! ed ap; 


'Kn-1-s ought to be allowed Freight tor bring- F 
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lating to that Point, together with a Copy 
of Captain Kn-l-s's Bill of Lading : 

I, from a Zeal to obey their Lordſhips 
Orders by contributing as much as was, in 
my Power to reconcile the Parties, imme- 
diately (notwithſtanding the Senſe I have of 
my own Inſufficiency for ſuch an Undertaking) 
ſer about the Work enjoined me, but ſoon 
found it out of my Power, from the want of 
my Books and Papers left in London, or Lei- 
ſure to recollect my Thoughts, in the Hurry 
of Buſineſs ariſing from the important Service 
I was then engaged in: But at my Return 
hither, my firſt Care was to have recourſe to 
my Books of Orders and of Letters for the 
Time when theſe Matters were tranſacted ; 
and I have annexed Copies of two Orders to 
the Agents of the Captors, of the 27th of 
October 1739, and zoth of May 1740, and 
an Extract of my Letter to the Secretary of 
the Admiralty, they being relative to the Mat- 
ter in Diſpute, and proper to ſhew upon what 
Foundation I proceed to that Determination 
I am call'd upon to make ; and having duly 
conſidered the Allegations from both Sides, 
in the Paper tranſmitted ro me by their 
Lordihips Order, I muſt allow that Captain 
Kn-l-s's Defence againſt a Bill of Lading ſign'd 
by himſelf, raken from an Apprehenſion then 
generally received, that the whole of the 
Silver would have been diſtributed to the 


Captors, from whom I did not think it rea- 
ſonable 
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ſonable he ſhould take Freight, has this Truth 
in it, that the contrary did not appear, his 
Majeſty's gracious Intention of giving one 
Moiety to the ſuffering Merchants not being 
then known in Jamaica. 

And tho' I believe ſuch a Plea againſt a 
Man's own Act would not be admitted in a 
Court of Law, it might poſſibly be otherwiſe 
in a Court of Equity, where the Equitable 
Circumſtances are conſidered. 

In relation to the Practice of taking Freight 
for Money ſhip'd on his Majeſty's Men of 
War, aſſerted of one fide, and denied on the 
other It is to be obſerved, that whoever ſigns 
a Bill of Lading obliges himſelf to deliver the 
Contents of it in Safety, and makes him- 
ſelf liable ro make good what may be want- 
ing (Danger of the Seas only excepted) for 
which it cannot be thought unreaſonable, 
that ſome Conſideration ſhould be allowed ; 
and it is not to be preſumed, that the Mer- 
chants, who allow this to their own Ship- 
Captains, will grudge it to Captains of Men 
of War ſo often employed in Defence of their 
Trade. 

And upon this Occaſion I cannot help 
noting, that of all the Officers in his Ma- 
jeſty's Service, Civil or Military, none are 
more deſtitute of Advantages ariſing from 
Perquiſites, an the Commiſſion-Officers of 
the Navy, and were it not from the Cap- 


tures taken from his Majeſty's Enemies in 
Time 
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Time of War, which may fall to the Lot of 
ſome few, the far greateſt Part of them muſt 
and do live and die in very narrow Circum- 
ſtances. 

Having thus conſidered the Allegations on 
both fides, my Determination will be, that 
to reconcile theſe Differences I think it rea- 
ſonable to make the following Determination; 
to wit, That the Commiſhoners for diſtri- 
buting the Moiety of the Prize-Mony to the 
ſuffering Merchants, ſhall pay to Captain 
Kn--l-s for Freight of the ſaid Moiety, brought 
over by him from Jamaica in his Majeſty's 
Ship Diamond, one half only of what he de- 
mands. And as I, as Commander in Chief, 
was and am entitled to one Third Part of the 
ſaid Captain Kn---/-s's Freight, I do hereby 
renounce in favour of the ſuffering Merchants, 
in Imitation of my gracious Maſter's chari- 
table Diſpoſition towards them, my Third ot 
the ſaid Freight, whereby Captain Kn--/-s's 
Demand will be reduced to one Third Part 
of the Sum demanded for Freight of the 
Mony belonging to the ſuffering Merchants. 
Jam, 


IX. 
Nour moſt humble Servant, 


London, E. V-rn-n. 
January 11, 1745, 


Copy 
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Copy of a Letter from Captain Ch----g Kn--l-g 


to W. Sh-rp, Ei; 
11]bury zu the Downs, January 21, 1745. 


X. 


1 Have received your Favour with Admiral 
V-rn-n's Letter of Determination, as he is 

leaſed to call it, which I am ſo far from 
thinking Definitive, that I apprehend it don't 
at all relate to the Queſtion ask'd him. The 
Lords of the Council were pleaſed to pro- 
poſe to me the accepting of half Freight, 


which I excuſed myſelf from doing, and I 


cannot offer to accept a Deciſion from Admi- 
ral Vrin which I declined from the Lords, 


without a manifeſt Affront, which I dare not 
think of. 

If I remember, Mr. Vru-u was ask'd whether 
he thought I had a Right to any Freight at all, 
not how much I ought to have, and tho' he is 
willing to diſpoſe of his own Part in the 
charitable Manner he expreſſes, yet I am nor 
willing he ſhould diſpoſe of mine by the Re- 
duction of half; and therefore beg leave to 
ſubmit to the Determination of their Lord- 
ſhips, which I ſhall chearfully comply with, 
and am ſorry to give them ſo much Trouble. 
I am, 

SIX, 


Dur moſt obedient humble Servant, 


Ch----s Kn--l-s, 


Co 
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Copy of the Commiſſioners Repreſen- 
tation to the Lords of the Council, 


Feb. 4, 1745. 


To the Lords of His Majeſty's moſt Honourable 
Privy-Council. 


The Repreſentation of the Commiſioners for diſ- 
tributing the Moiety of the Prizes taken from 
the Spaniards by His Majeſty's Ships, during 
the Time of Reprizals, | 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhips, 
E preſented to your Lordſhips our laſt 


Memorial the Beginning of January, 
ſetting forth the evaſive manner in 


which Captain Kn--/-s had deviated from the 
Promiſe he made before your Lordſhips, to 


pay us the Sum of 2579 J. 155. which we de- 
manded; ſubject to a future Return of fo 
much as Admiral Vru-à ſhould think he was 
intitled to for Freight. 

The Aſſurances we had from Captain Kn--l-s's 
Agent, that the Admiral's Determination 
ſhould be obeyed, induced us to hope that it 


would have been the laſt Trouble we ſhould 
have occaſion to give your Lordſhips on a 


Subject 
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Subject that cannot be leſs diſagreeable to you 
Lordſhips, than it has been injurious t. 
the ſuffering Merchants, and above meaſur 
troubleſome to us. 

We have now received from Mr. Sh---p Ad 
miral Y-rn-on's Determination, and Captain 
Kn--l-ss Obſervations thereon, in a Letter 
wrote by him to Mr. S!--p, Copies whereo 
we beg leave to annex hereto, in order to {hey 
your Lordſhips the Neceſſity we are under 0 
defiring your Lordſhips (whoſe Report to Hi 
Majeſty we conceive has not yet been made 
to repreſent to the King the Behaviour an 
Treatment of Captain Kn--/-s ro His Majeſty 
your Lordſhips, and to all others who hatt 
had any Concern in this Matter. 

After your Lordſhips conſpicuous Goodneſ 
and Lenity towards Captain K. -s, in conde 
ſcending (after ſo manifeſt a Violation of hi 
Bill of Lading) only to adviſe him to accour 
with us, in behalf of the ſuffering Mer 
chants, and in allowing him (after ſo evide 
a Diſregard to His moſt Sacred Majeſty's A 
thority) to paſs without the leaſt Cenſure 
your Lordſhips will juſtly be aſtoniſhed t 
find, that his Anſwer to Admiral Vr-n's De 
termination is in direct Oppoſition of tha 
Agreement on his Part, to which your Lord 
ſhips not only were Wirneſſes, bur alſo re 
commended to him, 

Your Lordſhips, we are perſuaded, mu 


now be convinced, that our former Appre 
henſion 


— —ũ—V—— — — — 


i © — ww 3 = 55 Pn 


you 
de 
ea ſur 


þ Ad 
Pain 
better 
ereo 
{hey 
er 0 
Hi 
lade 
and 
jeſty 
hare 


Ane 
nde- 
Will 
oun 
Mer 
de 


[49] 

henſions of his having no Intention to pay us 
the Moiety of the Value of that Part of the 
Silver by the Diamond which he had arbitra- 
rily detained, were but too well grounded: 
And tho he has been induced by oor reitera- 
ted Applications to His Majeſty ro make good 
the greateſt Part of that Deficiency to the 
Sufferers, yet the Diſtribution has been great- 
ly leſſened by Mr. K»--l-ss Detention, not 
only in depriving them of what Admiral 
V-rn-n has determined in their Favour, but 
by the great Expence we have been put to 
in our Applications, as well as what Mr. 
Kn--l-s has detained for bringing the Mony 
up, which as Admiral Y-rn-n has determined 
he ought to have Freight for, ſo he ought to 
have paid the Charge of. 

We have, in conformity to His Majeſty's 
Commiſſion, this Day compleated the Diſtri- 
bution of ſuch Mony as has come to our 
Hands; but as Capt. Kn--/-s will {till be in- 
debted to the Sufferers, according to the ſaid 
Determination, in the Sum of 117 L 19s. 10d. 
beſides the Charges of bringing the Mony up, 
and our Applications, the firſt of which he 
made us pay 52 J. 9s. 10 d. and the latter 
amounts to 44 /. 2 5s. and as his Bill of Lading, 
not having been complied with, remains {till 
in full Force againſt him, we doubt not but 
that your Lordſhips, from your unqueſtion- 
able Attachment to Juſtice, will, in your 
Lordſhips Report to His Majeſty, be of Opi- 

D nion 
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nion, that he the ſaid Capt. Kn--/-s ought to 
be obliged by Law to make good to his Ma- 
jeſty, for his ſuffering Subjects, the whole Da- 
mages that have been ſuſtained by Captain 
Kn--/-s's unwarrantable Behaviour. 

We have the Honour to be, with all due 


Deference and Reſpect, 


Your Lordſhips 


moſt obedient and 


London, February 4, 1945-6. 


moſt humble Servants, 


